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The  following  autograpli  letter  is  to  be  lomid  in  Volume  6y, 
page  142,  Massachusetts  Archives.  So  far  as  known  it  is  the  only 
letter  by  Philip  Challis  in  existence,  and  it  is  extremely  valuable  (ur 
the  light  it  throws  upon  Indian  atYairs  during  those  troublous^times, 
and  especially  for  its  characterization  of  that  notorious  renegade 
Christian  Indian,  Simon.  This  verbatim  copy  was  made  in  August, 
1902,  by  H.  t:.  Kobinson  of  AAaryville,  Missouri,  a  descendant  from 
Challis,  and  it  has  never  before  appeared  in  print.  The  facsimile  at 
the  end  is  from  a  tracing  of  the  signature  to  the  letter. 

Amesbury:  9:  5mo:  1677 

S'':  Be  pleased  w"'  these  to  understand  y'  yesfday  being  y' 
Sabbath.  There  v.as  5  Indians  seen  by  Jno  Hoyt  jun'  follow  one 
another  in  a  strait  file  upon  Thomas  Haynes's  hill  &.  goe  into  y' 
bushes  (Sd  a  sixth  to  follow  y''  five:  &  in  y"'  Afternoone  one  Indian 
was  seen  by  Serg'  Belshers  men  :  di:  y'  last  night  y*^  Indians  \Ncere 
about  y"  garison  wher  Serg*  Belshers  men  keep:  &  just  now  there 
was  an  Indian  seen  under  the  fence  creeping  tow''  Thomas  Hayn's 
tow'*^  yi  place  where  y'  men  were  slaine  on  friday  last:  ^uc  y'  wee 
doe  assuredly  conclude  y'  Symon  &  his  parly  are  nott  drawn  off  fro 
y"-'  town,  but  ever  &  anon  show  y"""  by  one  two  or  some  few  of  y'" 
to  draw  out  our  weake  strength  unto  y'"  A:  so  cull  us  uti  And  y' 
grounds  of  this  our  opinion  is  further  confirmed  unto  us  by  y  relation 
of  y''  wounded  woman  which  according  to  her  de>ire  wee  w  hose  names 
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are  iiiul''  written  looke  fro  iicr  luoulli  :  viz:  That  llu-ie  were  about 
ten  y'  killed  our  men,  (Si  about  twenty  y'  slice  saw  in  all,  (^  y'  sliee 
knew  y  most  of  those  y'  shee  saw  in  nolt  all  ui  ihfin  to  be  Indians 
\'  iJwcIl  fornieris'  heic  abouls  iV  alt  Newberry  ffalis:  althoujjh  shee 
did  nott  know  all  v''  names  butt  some  shee  knew  by  name  :  di:  named 
Symon :  <Si  Pookey  John  formerly  soe  called  now  named  Andrew: 
iV  one  Jeepsey  now  callevi  Samuel  (S:  one  named  Joseph  as  she  thinks. 
And  v'  it  was  Symon  y'  knockl  her  on  y^'  head.  wlioni  when  lie 
came  to  her  she  desired  him  nott  to  kill  lur:  why  s''  lie  goodwile 
Quinby:  (w'^''  was  iier  name)  doe  you  thnik  y'  I  will  kill  \  ou  ?  s'' 
shee  because  you  l<ill  all  englisi) :  s''  lie  I  will  {;ive  Qu'i*^^  to  never 
an  english  dogg  off  you  all,  &  gave  lier  a  blow  on  y''  he;id  whereupon 
she  called  him  l?ogue  &  threw  a  stone  att  l)im  cS.;  then  he  gave  her 
twoo  more  &  setleJ  her  for  iJead  :  Wee  Asked  whither  she  was  sure 
y'  it  was  ^ymon  &i.  how  long  it  was  ere  y'  she  saw  him  before  She 
Answ''  y'  about  3  years  since  he  was  alt  their  house  with  an  ottor : 
w'''  time  pson  &.  Token  Sarg'  Sam"  ftoot  being  there  alt  y'  liuuse 
doth  very  well  remember  &  Aftirms  y''  same.  This  considered  in 
conjunction  w"'  Symon's  being  &  living  an  apprenticed  ser\'aiit  with 
goodwife  Quinbies  father  all  y  s;uiie  time  y'  her  selfe  also  lived  w  "' 
her  fatlier  whose  name  was  Will  Osgood  seems  to  confirm  unto  us 
her  perfect  knowledg  of  Simon  Wliich  things  (Considered  wee  Doubt 
nott  but  y'  It  is  Symon  &  his  party  y'  layd  siege  unto  0'  towne 
neither  Do  wee  scruple  y''  wom:uis  certaine  Knowledg  of  Symon 
Indian 

further  more  shee  relates  y'  when  Symon  was  about  to  kill  iier 
&  she  called  to  y''  garrison :  He  sayd  why  doe  you  call  to  y*' 
garrison  :     I  will  have  that  too  by  and  by 

1  his  is  a  tailhfull  i.S<:  true  rclat"  «S.:  ace'  oii  o'  present  concernm'" 


fro  S' 


y'  humble  serv'' 


*^JJ^ 


3*^-44^  C^i 


>«f^.- 


Jeremiah  lielsher 
Saimicll  foot.     . 
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It  is  buniewhal  iulcresrnu;  lo  iiok-  llial  Saimicl  l-'ool,  one  of  llie 
signers  of  tlie  above  lellei,  was  captured  by  the  Indians  and  tortured 
lo  deatii  July  7,  1690,  as  told  in  A\allu-r's  AAa^nali.i,  liouk  7,  Ail.  11. 
And  .John  lioyt,  Jr.  who  is  spoken  of  in  the  Kllei,  was  Killed  by  tin.- 
Indians  .Vugusl  13,  i6i;6. 


v*««'*««         2011.58b> 


The  above  letter,  ainonji  other  things,  confirms  the  stalenienl  in 
Merrill's  Ainesburv,  quoted  by  lioyt  in  his  "Old  l"aiiiilies  of  !Sahi,bury 
and  Aniesbury,"  that  Simon  once  lived  with  Will  Osgood,  ^\r.  lioyt 
states  that  in  1658  a  sawmill  on  the  Powow  river  was  in  pussesbion 
of  VVm.  Osgood,  Phillip  Challis,  Wm.  Barnes  and  Anthony  (^olby, 
each  of  them  to  use  the  mill  a  week  in  turn.  In  i6ij8  the  widow  and 
children  of  Philii)  Challis  released  their  j^'  right  in  this  mill  to  Mary 
Currier,  lo  whom  the  mill  had  been  sold  by  her  father,  VVm.  Osgood. 
Mr.  Hoyt  is  also  of  tlie  opinion  that  VVm.  Quinby,  husband  of  tjood- 
vvife  Quinby  mentioned  in  the  above  letter,  was  among  those  killed 
by  the  Indiai^s  on  July  7,  1677,  at  the  time  his  wife  was  left  for 
dead.  Much  olher  interesting  matter  concerning  her  will  be  found 
under  Lamson,  Osgood  and  (^)uinby,  in  A\r.  Hoyl's  invaluable  work 
mentioned   above. 

Increase  Mather,  in  his  "Remaikable  Prt>\iderices,"  Library  of 
Old  Authors  edition,  London,  1856,  pp.  253-254,  gives  the  (ollowing 
vivid  account  of  the  ending  of  Simon:  — 

That  remarkable  judgement  lialh  first  or  last  fallen  upon  those 
who    have    sought  the  hurt  of  the  people  ol  dod  in  New  Lngland,  is 


kst '« 


',Jt. 
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SO  notorious  as  tluil  it  is  become  llie  obscivatiuii  of  every  jiiaii.  I  his 
Israel  in  the  wilderness  halli  eat  up  liie  nations  his  enemies;  he  lialh 
broke  their  bones,  and  pieiced  tlieni  tlirou^h  witii  his  arrows.  Some 
adversaries  have  escaped  longer  unpuinsiied  tiian  others;  but  llien 
their  ends  have  been  of  all  the  most  woful  and  traj^ical  at  last.  1 
shall  instance  only  in  what  hath  lately  come  to  pass  with  respect 
unto  the  heathen  who  rose  up  against  us,  thinking  to  swadow  us  up 
quick  when  their  wrath  was  kindled  against  us.  Blessed  be  the  Lord 
who  hath  not  given  us  a  prey  to  their  teeth  I  fhe  chieftains  amongst 
them  were  all  cut  off,  either  by  swurd  or  sickness,  in  the  war  lime, 
excepting  those  in  the  eastern  parts,  whose  ringleaders  outlived  tluir 
fellows;  but  now  <jod  hath  met  with  them.  '1  here  were  in  special 
two  of  those  Indians  who  shed  much  innocent  blood,  viz.  Simon  and 
Squando.  As  for  bloody  Snnon,  who  was  wont  to  boast  of  the 
mischiefs  he  had  done,  and  how  he  had  treacherously  shot  and  killed 
such  and  such  Englishmen,  he  died  miserably  the  last  winter.  Anoth- 
er Indian  discharging  a  gun,  hapned  to  shoot  Simon,  so  as  to  break 
his  arm.  After  which  he  lived  two  years,  but  in  extremity  of  pain, 
so  as  that  the  Indians,  when  enquired  of  how  Simon  did,  their  usual 
answer  was,  "Worse  than  dead."  He  used  all  means  that  earth  and 
hell  (for  he  betook  himself  to  powaws;  could  afford  him  fur  his 
recovery,  but  in  vain.  Thus  was  the  wickedness  of  that  murthercr  at. 
Inst  returned  upon  his  own    head.  , 


PH1LIP>  CHALLIS,  from  whom  all  of  that  name  or  descent  in 
America  have  sprung,  was  born  about  1617,    according  to  a  deposition 

7^  ^^  ^      ^  made    by    him  in   1669.       1  he  first 

fjlC^:  ^n^fCl^    record  we  fnid   of   him    in    America 
is    on    the    Ipswich,    Mass.     I'own 

Siif'i-itiirc  to  a  pclilioii  in  1 05*5. 

Records,   under  1636,  \\hen  the  fol- 
lowing entry  was  made: 

Granted  to  Phillip  Challis  a  house  lolt  ^w  the  South  syde  the 
River,  having  on  the  East  a  highway  leading  to  the  i^iver,  on  the 
Southwest  a  house  lolt  granted  l^obert  Hayes.  Also  three  acres  of 
plantinge  ground  at  the  Reedy  marsh  havinge  three  acres  of  William 
Swindens  on  the  South,  a  plantinge  iott  of  Isaac  Cominges  on  the 
North.  Also  three  acres  at  Sagamore  Hill,  having  three  acres  of 
William  Swindens  on  the  South  and  a  planting  Iott  of  Daniel!  Hoveys 
on  the  East.  To  enjoy  the  sajd  Land  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever. 

This  three  acres  at  Sagamore  Hill  was  sold  by  Challis  to  Swin- 
den,  then  by  Swinden  to  Henry  Wilkinson,  who  on  August  jo,  1638, 
sold  it  to  Thomas  Emerson. 

On  September  6,  1638,  the  General  Court  granted  permission  to 
twelve  petitioners  to  begin  a  plantation  at  Merrimack.  '1  his  planta- 
tion was  named  Colechester  September  4,  1639,  which  name  was 
changed  to  Salsbury  October  7,   1640.     Several  of    these  granteeb  were 
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of  Ipswich,  and  it  is  lil<cly  tiial  l^liilip  (-liallis  joiiicj  uiiii  them  .it  the 
lirst,  for  in  1639-40  lie  leccis'cd  land  in  llic  "lirbl  division"  at  Sahsbury, 
and  again  in  1C44,  and  tiuni  thai  tune  to  iiis  dcalli  liib  name  is  found 
on  nearly  all  the  balisbury  and  Amesbury  lists,  and  according  to  the 
Old  Norfolk  County  records  he  was  a  party  to  many  land  transac- 
tions. He  received  grants  of  land  in  Amebbury  in  1O54,  16515,  1659, 
1660,  and  later. 

Under  date  of  27  Sept  1642,  in  Massachusetts  Colonial  Records, 
Vol.  2,  p.  30,  we  lind  an  entry  by  which  it  was  ordered  by  the  tJen- 
eral  Court  that  each  town  shall  breed  salt  peter  and  families  instruct- 
ed to  do  this  were  made  liable  to  tine  if  ne^ilected.  A  man  from  each 
town  was  aiipojuled  ti  look  after  this,  and  for  Salihbury  il  w.is 
"S^g'  Challis." 

10  May  1643  Philip  Challis  was  appointed  one  of  the  Committee 
to  lay  out  600  acres  for  Mr  Nath'  Ward.— Col.  Rec.  Vol.  2,  p.  38. 

in  1650  Challis  was  one  of  the  Salisbury  "(!^ommoners,"  and  his 
rate  the  same  year  was  7s.  6d. 

In  1653  Robert  Pike  of  Salisbury,  a  Deputy  at  the  time,  denounced 
the  law  passed  by  the  General  Court  de.-^igned  to  restrain  Peasley  and 
Macy  of  Amesbury  from  preaching  In  the  absence  of  a  settled  minis- 
ter. For  this  he  was  tried,  convicted,  lined  and  disfranchised  by  the 
General  Court.  This  punishmc-nl  caused  petitions  to  be  signed  by 
many  persons  in  the  to\rns  of  Salisbury,  Hampton,  Newbury,  Haver- 
hill and  Ando\er,  asking  the  (jeneral  Court  to  revoke  their  sentence. 
The  Court  resented  this  deeply,  and  called  upon  the  signers  to  give 
"a  reason  of  their  unjust  request."  Most  of  the  signers  apologized, 
but  fifteen  of  them,  among  whom  was  Philip  Challis,  did  not  give 
satisfaction,  and  in  1654  were  re>.juired  to  give  bonds  and  "answers 
for  their  offense  before  the  County  Courts."  Ihis  shows  that  Chal- 
lis was  among  those  who  early  insisted  upon  the  right  of  petition. 


KVMo.N.    IMHAN.  i  i  i;     ''    ^ 
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14  Oct  i6s6.  "Id  aiis'  lo  tlic  reiiiu-sl  ot  Trisiram  C^utlyn,  Jii" 
Seuens,  Pliiiip  Chalice  \'  seuerall  ollur  iiilialiit  nils  o{  tlie  county  ot 
Norl'oll\e,  tlie  Cuuil  doth  uraiiiit  tlieiii.  lihfity  lo  list  llK-mselvt-s  in  a 
troope  ut  horse,  and  that  ihcy  enjoy  lli^'  p-rix  ilijj^i-s  thcirul',  providin;; 
tiieire  number  and  turnilure  bo  sulticijenl  accuidinj)  to  iaNS'o."~Col. 
Rkc.   Vol.  4,  part  1,  p.  27y. 

26  May  1658.  "In  ans'  to  a  request  of  SaijVant  iloyte  ^V  Sarj' 
Stephens  that  Pliilip  Chalice  niigiit  be  a)nfcnncd  lei'  to  y  iToote  com- 
pany in  Salisbury,  the  Court  judj^eth  it  meet  to  referr  tlie  deierinina- 
lion  thereof  to  y"'  next  County  Court  of  that  county."  Cul.  i<:i.-c. 
Vol.  4,  part  1,    p.   342. 

In  1658  a  sawmill  on  the  Powow  ri\'er  was  in  the  possession  ul 
Win.  Osj^ood,  Philip  (^hallis,  Wm.  liarnes  and  Anihony  C^iolby,  eacii 
of  them  to  Use  Ihe  mill  a  week  in  turn.  In  1608  the  widow  and 
children  of  Philip  Challis  released  their  ;/  ri,nhl  in  this  mill  lu  Mary 
Currier,  to  whom  the  mill  had  been  sold  by  her  father,  VVm.   Osgood 

7  May  1662.  Left  Philip  Chalice  was  Deputy  to  the  General 
Court  from  Salisbury.  —Col.   \it;c.   Vol.  4,  part  2,  p.  41. 

23  May  1666.  "Itt  is  ordered  that  Lef  Thomas  Noyes,  of  Sud- 
bury, John  Parker  of  Billirrikay,  &  Let'  Challice  of  Salisbury  new 
towne,  shall  &:  hereby  are  appointed  a  comittee  to  runn  the  bounds  of 
the  towne  of  Hauerill  «.V  make  returne  thereof  to  the  ne.\'t  session  of 
this  Court."-  Col.  Hec.  Vol.  4,  part  2,  p.  300.  Challis  refused  lo  sub- 
scribe to  the  report  made  15  May  1667.  -Col.  Hcc.  Vol.  4,  part  2,  p.  336 

In  July  1677  Philiii  Challis  was  given  one  of  the  forty-two  seats 
in  the  Amesbury  meeting  house. 

II  June  1680.  "In  answer  to  the  pdilion  uf  Ihe  inilil.iry  ccjiiipany 
of    Amesbury    craning    the    Courts    favour  for  the  setllc-ment  of  some 
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meet   person    to    instruct   X:    Le.id  llu-iu  in  military  service,  the  Court 

doth  hereby  discharJ  Piiilip  Chalice,  now  leit'  to  liie    foot  company   of 

Salisbury,    and    do  order  iV  appoint  llie  sajd  Piiiilip  Chaliice  to  be  let' 

to  tiie  sajd  company  at  Amesburv."-  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  5,  p.  283, 

\ 

Pliilip  Challis  married,  about  1652,  Mary  Sarj^ent,  b.  about  1634, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Perkins)  Sargent.  He  died  at 
Amesbury,  about  1681,  as  the  inventory  of  his  estate  was  presented 
April  22,  1681.  His  widow  Mary  died  at  Amesbury  September  27, 
1716.     Tlieir  cliildren  were-  ■ 

JOIIN^  b.  July  i;,   1653,  d.  young. 

i.      JOHN-  b.  June  26,   1655,  d.  before  1677. 

ii.     WlLLlA;\\'-  b. ,  d.  December  19,  1657. 

V.    PHILIP  Watson-  b.  December  ly,   1658,    d.  young. 

V.      ELlZAliliTH-    b.  ,    m.     ist,    about    1685,    Jolin    Hoyt,    b. 

March  28,  1663,  by  wliom  blie  had  3  children.  He  d.  August 
24,  1691,  and  she  m.  2d,  January  6,  161/2-3,  Joim  BlaisJell, 
b.  May  27,  1668,  by  whom  she  liad  5  children.  He  d.  May, 
1733,  and  she  was  living  in   1744. 

vi.  William"''  b.  May  (8,  1663,  member  ot  Amesbury  training 
bund  in  1680,  eldest  son  in  1688,  m.  January  2,  i6(;8-o, 
.Wargaret  I'owler,  b.  September  1,  1673,  by  whom  he  h:id  6 
children.     He  d.  ai)uut  1726,  leaving  widow  surviving  him 

vii.  l.YDIA-  b.  May  31,  1665,  m.  December  21,  1687,  as  his  second 
wife,  Jolm  Chase,  b.  1655,  son  of  Aquila  the  emigrant,  by 
whom  she  had  g  cliildren.  She  was  living  in  1736,  when 
his  will  was  written. 

viii.  Mary-  b.  August  27,  i()68,  m.  May  25,  1687,  Joseph  Dow, 
b.  October  20,  iTtf'ij,  by  wiiom  she  had  5  cliildren.  She  d. 
ft\ay  14,   1697. 

ix.    PHILIP  Wa'ISON^  b.  about  1670.  d.  between  1G81  and   1693. 

x.  i  llOA\AS'-  b.  June  22,  1673,  111.  before  September  3,  i0y6, 
Mary  Colby,  b.  about  1670,  by  whom  he  liad  5  children. 
He  was  a  '"miow  shoe"  man  in  1708. 

xi.    Hannah-  b.  Seinember  20,  1C75,  living  in   1681. 

xii.  John-  b.  about  1677.  111.  J.inuary  2O,  1698-9,  Sarah  Frame, 
by  whom  he  had  12  children.  He  was  a  "snow  shoe"  m.in 
in     1708.       He   d.   1741-2,  ;ind  widow   Sar.ih  was  living   1751. 


